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108 Third Street, Downtown Bay City, Michigan

Owners Melissa Bergey, Chris and Rachele Schalow.

I walked through the softly lit entrance of Perfectly
Imperfect Creations only to be greeted with hugs and
laughter. Part-owners Chris and Rachele Schalow and
Rachele’s parents Steve and Melissa Bergey made me feel
like family as we sat around a beautifully crafted dining
table, one of many items available in their store. I was
amazed at how easily the conversation flowed, and how they
answered my questions as a unit. This warm embrace of
conversation was present through the entire interview and is
just one reason customers look forward to stopping in.

Melissa surrounded by their stock of Annie Sloan Paint.

This hand crafted furniture store is relatively new to
Downtown Bay City, but the enthusiasm within is nothing
short of amazing. “My favorite part of owning the business is
the people we get to meet,” said Melissa. Everyone else
shook their head in agreement. In addition to the “Annie
Sloan Paint” and their custom order option, Rachele and
Melissa also enjoy teaching paint techniques in the
workshop.
I got a peek of the families’ competitive side when Rachele
brought up their current “Dresser-off.” “Everyone is throwing
$5 in” and whoever sells their dresser first wins the money.
The group erupted into laughter at Rachele’s explanation,
although I’m pretty sure I sensed some tension in the air.
Chris and Rachele used to foster dogs and when asked,
Rachele responded (with a laugh), “I have a problem.”
Fostering fulfilled her “need to help” after life became too
busy to continue volunteering with the Bay County Humane
Society. Although they no longer foster, Steve talked of how
hard the decision was to stop: “Every time [Rachele] would
say ‘Don’t let me do it again,’ I would tell her, ‘Rachelle, me
telling you not to do it is basically me saying, Rachelle go
get three more dogs.’”

Chris and Rachele with a few of their one-of-a-kind hand-painted pieces.

As the family began to speak of their other obligations, I
knew I was talking to a group of hardworking people. All
four of them have full-time jobs, plus, Chris is going to
school. This business is a creative outlet for all of these
lovely people and I could tell they are proud of the pieces
they make. I’m grateful they took some time to speak with
me and delighted to have such genuine people here in
Downtown Bay City.

contact info: 989-778-1373//
@perfectlyimperfectcreations
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